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Minnesota Nursing Home Social Workers Association
Dedicated to enhancing total person care through advocacy, education, leadership, and support
Dear Colleague:

The Minnesota Nursing Home Social Workers Association would like to take the opportunity to invite you to participate in our vendor showcase at our annual fall conference being held this year, Monday, September 

26th – Wednesday, September 28th, 2011. Please note our days of the week have changed as well as our location this year.  We have moved the conference this year to the St. Cloud Holiday Inn & Suites (address: 75 South 37th Avenue, St. Cloud, MN).  We have been asked to try a different location the past few years, so we are offering a new location this year to see how this helps others in our organization and perhaps vendors to be able to attend. 
We are excited to offer this conference to you for networking and promoting your agency throughout Minnesota to social workers working many different areas of healthcare, from nursing home, hospital, assisted living, hospice, and home care.  It is attended by over 200 professionals each year, wanting to learn how to improve the lives of those they provide care for and wanting to learn more about the resources available across MN.  The conference schedule will change also as the conference will be held 2 full days, Tuesday and Wednesday.  Monday evening will be vendor set-up and our MNHSWA Board Mtg.  The conference will end around 4:00 Wednesday afternoon.  We will send you a schedule of the conference once we receive your confirmation of our event.  

Fees:

The fee to participate in the conference is $150.00 for Tuesday and Wednesday.  One 6 foot table with skirting will be provided for each vendor.  Electricity is available for a $10 charge.  Vendor set-up will begin Monday evening after 5:00 p.m. & Tuesday morning from 7:00-8:00 a.m. The one thing different this year is our vendor area is not a locked conference area; if you want to set up the night before, we will lock up any promotional materials, brochures, equipment, table decorations in an adjacent room.  Your table displays are fine—they are watched with security.  If you’ve been there before, it’s the large poolside area.  
We will again offer vendors access to the conference book/materials that are provided for the participants.  We are happy to do this for you for small fee to cover the cost of printing.  Be sure to fill this area out on the vendor registration form and the books will be available at time of registration.  A continental breakfast will be served both Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, included in registration fee.  Lunch will be provided both days, for up to 2 members of your agency.  Additional meals may be purchased on the registration form for those agencies that will have more than 2 attending.  

Door Prizes:

A popular item each year is door prizes.  The prizes are drawn for randomly throughout the conference.  If you are providing a door prize—THANK YOU!  Please indicate your interest on the registration form and we will get the prize from you at registration; be sure to put your name and organization name on it so that we can be sure to recognize the donating agency.  

Lodging:

We have a block of rooms reserved under our organization at a significantly discounted rate, at your agency expense.  There are several hotels in St. Cloud as well outside of our organization, if you prefer another location, however there are not reduced rates at other locations.  The St. Cloud Holiday Inn & Suites has an Event Center, on-site restaurant (Legends), and a bar/grill, along with an 11,000 sq. ft. Holidome with 2 basketball & volleyball courts, 3 pools, 2 hot tubs and an arcade area; along with some great shopping at the mall diagonally from the hotel. The room rate is $59.95/night.  The number for reservations is:  (320) 253-9000; mention our MNHSWA block of rooms for the discounted rate. 
If you are interested in an exhibitor booth, please complete the registration form and forward your payment by September 10th, to Kori Petersson, MNHSWA Education Chair, at the address below.  You can send your registration electronically or via mail.  Your registration in advance of payment is acceptable; as long as we are aware payment is coming.  You will receive a final confirmation of your registration once we receive payment.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact either of us at the number below, or email us at the address below.  We would love to have you at the conference!  You may also share this information with any other agencies that you feel would be interested.  
Respectfully,

	Kori Petersson, LSW

806 Northern Heights Dr. NE

Rochester, MN 55906

(507) 251-2662 (cell)

(507) 288-5502 (fax)

kori.petersson@goldenliving.com


